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In the month of November, of the year 1828, 
a few members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, met together in Boston and formed them- 
selves into a Socijety for the moral and religious 
instruction of Seamen. This Society they de- 
nominated " T%e Port Society of the City of 
Boston and its vicinity. ^^ At an adjourned meet- 
ing, the Society was organized, and thirty-five 
gentlemen signed their names to its Constitution. 
Its first annual meeting was held upon the 1st of 
January, 1829, and in the ensuing February, its 
managers, fifteen in number, and chosen from the 
Society at large, were, with their successors, by 
an act of the Legislature, incorporated. The by- 
laws of the Society bespeak its character — and 
as it is desirable that its character should be un- 
derstood, these by-laws are subjoined. 

Article. I. There shall be a President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer, who shall be elected annually, by the 
Board of Managers out of their own Board ; and who, to- 
gether with the officiating minister, shall have ciuthority to 
call special meetings of the Society and Board of Mana- 
gers when they think proper. 

Art. II. It shall be the duty of the President, to pre- 
side at all meetings of the Society and Board of Managers^ 
to sign all orders on the Treasurer, (when approved of by 
the Board) and in case of his absence a President pro. 
tern, shall be appointed. 

Art. III. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to attend 
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all meetings of the Board of Managers and of the Society, 
to record their doings, and to prepare an Annual Report 
of the condition and prospects of the Society, to be sub- 
mitted to the Society at its Annual Meeting by the Board 
of Managers ; and in case of his absence, a Secretary j>ro. 
iem. shall be appointed. 

Art. IV. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep 
an account of all the money put into his hands, to pay all 
orders and accounts, which shall be approved of by the 
Board of Managers, and be signed by the President, or 
President pro. tem.^ to keep the seal of the corporation, 
to sign all instruments in behalf of the Society, when di- 
rected to do so by a special vote of the Board of Mana- 
gers, and to make a report of all money received and paid 
out at each monthly meeting of the board. 

Art. V. Any persons may become members of this Soci- 
ety by paying the sum of two dollars annually, into the 
Treasury of the Society, and any person who shall pay the 
sum of twenty dollars or upwards, shall be considered a 
member for life. 

Art. VI. The Society shall meet annually on the first 
Monday in February, and the Board of Managers on the 
first Monday in each month. 

Art. VII. All demands against the Society shall, be 
presented at the monthly meeting of the Board for their 
approval. 

Art. VIII. All money belonging to the Society, which 
may be collected either by subscription or donations, 
shall be appropriated to the support of the officiating 
minister — to the payment of all debts contracted on^ ac- 
count of the Society — and to such other general purpo- 
ses as will in the opinion of the Board of Managers best 
promote an improvement in the moral and religious con- 
dition of seamen. 

Art. IX. All money contributed to the uses of this 
Society shall be deposited in some Bank in the City of 
Boston, in the name of the Boston Port Society — and a 
Committee of Finance shall be chosen by the Board of 
Managers, consisting of three persons, who shall have 
power to invest any money in any security from time to 
time ; and no money shall be drawn out of said Bank but 
by their order, countersigned and approved by the Presi- 
dent, and such Finance Committee shell present a month- 
ly account of their doings to the Board of Managers. 
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Art. X. A Committee shall be appointed by the 
Board of Managers, to consist of menibers of the Board, 
or such other persons as the Board may see fit to appoint, 
whose duty it shall be, to take the usual collections at 
the Meeting House, preserve order therein, and do such 
things as may be found expedient in the management of 
the same, under the direction of the Board of Managers. 

Art. XI. The officiating minister of this Society shall 
be the minister appointed by the Bishop or Bishops of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States, to la- 
bour in the City of Boston and its vicinity, for the benefit 
of seamen — Provided that two thirds of the Board of 
Managers shall concur in such appointment ; and should 
two thirds of the Board of .Managers not thus concur 
therein, then a vote of two thirds of said Board may ap- 
point a minister who shall continue in office until such ap- 
pointment shall be made by said Bishop or Bishops as 
shall meet with the concurrence of two thirds of said 
Board. 

Art. XIL This Society shall never, either directly or in- 
directly, in its object, influence or tendencies, have in any 
degree a sectarian character : and it shall be the duly of the 
officiating minister, when any person of persons shall pro- 
fess faith in Christ, and shall desire to be admitted into 
the church of God; to introduce such person or persons to 
any clergyman in the City of Boston or its vicinity, of 
any denomination, by whom such person or persons may 
express a wish to be taken into the fellowship of the 
church. 

Art. XIII. The Board of Managers, together with the 
officiating minister, shall have authority to invite preach- 
ers of aU Christian denominations occasionally to assist 
the officiating minister in his ministerial labours. 

Art. XIV. The 11th, 12th, and 13th by-laws of this So- 
ciety are considered fundamental, and shall undergo no 
change except by a vote of two thirds of the Society at a 
special meeting called for the purpose, one months' no- 
tice of which shall be given by publishing its time, place 
and object, in two newspapers, once a week, four weeks 
successively before the meeting. The other by-laws are 
subject to change at the pleasure of a majority of the 
Board of Managers. 
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The object of the Boston Port Society was, as 
has been remarked, the moral and religions instruc- 
Hon of Seamen. As to the kind of instruction to 
be given, and the person whose duty it should be 
to impart it, the founders of this Society held 
opinions which deserve to be stated. They be- 
lieved that the only instruction efficient to do 
good to seamen, was one, into which no system of 
creeds, no confessions of doctrine, and no formu- 
laries of faith found entrance. With sectarism, 
accordingly, its form, features, or bearing, open 
or in disguise, they had nothing to do — and 
the Society's corner stone, as originally laid by 
them, now rests, upon r foundation, as enlarged, 
as liberal, and as comprc hensive, as the great pur- 
pose which the Society is designed to accomplish. 
But of whatever kind jnight be the instruction 
given, it was believed st'Il farther, that the main 
dependance, after all, n»ust be, upon the person 
employed to dispense il — and that vain would 
be all hopes for the gen^ ral reform of seamen, un- 
less the agent in effecting this reform was one, 
who knew by heart, and from his own experience, 
the virtues,vices, weaknesses, sympathies, prejudi- 
ces and superstitions which enter into and make 
up their strangely compounded characters. Pre- 
cisely such an individual was in the thoughts and 
under the eyes of the founders of the Port Socie- 
ty, at the time when this Society was insti- 
tuted. 

The Rev. Edward T. Taylor, the present 
officiating Minister of the Boston Port Society, 
was bred and almost born to the sea. An orphan, 
at the early age of ten years he entered, at New*. 
Orleans, the Spanish service, as a common sailor^ 
on board of a Sloop of War sent out to South 
America to cruise against the French. In 1810, 
he left this service, and in the same year arrived 
in Boston. On the breaking out of our last war 
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with Great Britain, he sailed from this place in 
the privateer Curlew — was in her when taken by 
the English Frigate Acasto, and was carried 
prisoner to Halifax. About this period he began 
to read — and from a volume, then, for the first 
time, put into his hands. This volume was the 
Bible. On the return of peace, having attached 
himself to the Methodist Episcopal Church, he 
became a licensed, and in 1819, an ordained 
Preacher of the Gospel. Such is the man for 
whom the Boston Port Society was formed — a 
man, whose mind has been nurtured, reared, and 
trained to think, amidst the boisterous and stormy 
influences of his adventurous career — who has 
his own opinions upon the subject of Religion, 
and closely clings to thoser opinions, and yet in the 
great cause to which he is devoted, spurns 
all fetters of sect or party — and who is, above all, 
endowed with that Divine Gift — a singular elo- 
quence—which, learned not from the tutorings of 
schools, and taught not by the teachings of books, 
and neither chilled nor diluted by the canons 
of criticism, is an outpouring of nature, and arrests 
the eyes, charms the ears, and moves and melts 
and moulds the hearts of those to whom he 
ministers. The Boston Port Society was founded 
in order that a stage of usefulness might be pre- 
pared for this man. It was believed, that in a 
sea-port like that of Boston, the services which 
he could render, might be of the most interesting 
and important character — and that with his quali- 
fications — inborn and preeminent — for the work of 
influencing seamen, the difficult experiment of their 
reform might, under the most favorable circum- 
stances, be tried. The success of the experi- 
ment has justified this belief. 

It is not necessary to exhibit illustrations that 
might serve to show the importance to our City and 
our Country of an accomplishment of the object of 



the Boston Port Society, by reason of the numer- 
oas ways and close connexions by which the moral 
or immoral state of seamen most nearly touches 
and affects our great political, commercial, and 
domestic interests. These illustrations naturally 
present themselves^— and their force, all who can 
reflect, must feeh It is intended only, in few 
words, to demonstrate that the Boston Port Soci- 
ety has succeeded in its object — and thus has 
dcsie great good to this community. 

To this end, without accumulating details, 
facts and evidence will be submitted. 

The Society has been in operation four years. 
Since its establishment, it has been usual, af*« 
ter the religious services at the Bethel in the 
afternoon, to take up a collection. The sum so 
collected in the year 1828, was $98; in 1829, $522; 
in 1830, $468— and in 1831, $359. In order to 
explain the difference between the amount ob- 
tained in 1829, and in the two last years respec- 
tively, it should be observed that during a con- 
siderable length of time, in the year 1831 — and 
during nearly half of the year 1830, the Rev. 
Mr. Taylor was absent. 

These are plain truths ; — and they prave^ first, 
the number of seamen who have attended at the 
Bethel — and secondly, the interest taken by 
them in its exercises : and apart from the conside- 
ration whether any change has been effected in 
their characters, the consideration that they have 
thus, at least, been brought and kept together in 
a house of worship, three times a day, upon 
the Sabbath which would otherwise have been 
given up to idleness, or to that to which idleness 
leads, is too important not to receive attention. 

But has a change of character been effected? 

As to the abstract question of the practicable- 
ness of reform in seamen, if this proposition be 
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^.correct, that a sailor's vices mainly come from an 
extreme susceptibility to impressions from with- 
out, and from temptations thrown designedly 
across his way, then, if these temptations can be 
lessened or removed, no cause is known why his 
character, thus yielding in its nature, may not by 
skilful hands, wholly or in part, be modelled into 
virtue. The decision of this question, however, rests 
not upon the strength of general reasoning. To 
this point, testimony— the testimony of two disin- 
terested witnesses will be adduced. They were 
interrogated by Justice J. G. Rogers, and their 
answers are given substantially as they fell from 
their lips. The first is 

William Wilkinson. Has been to sea thirty-seven 
years — has been here about sixteen years in and out 
this port — for the last few years has been employed as 
ship keeper — says that formerly sailors were full of 
wickedness, fighting and carousing — within about three 
years there has been a great alteration — that he himself 
used to drink when on shore, and neglect his wife and chil- 
dren ; but that he is now a husband to his wife, and father to 
his children — and blesses the day that he ever attended the 
Seaman's Meeting, which has reformed him ; has seen a 
great many others altered in the same manner — their 
money wa^ formerly spent in liquor, while their families 
were in want of necessaries. This change, he says, has 
stopped the shedding of many tears. Saiiora have been 
nwre civil and peaceable for the last three years^ than any 
time within the thirty-seven years, during which he has 
followed the seas. — No disturbances in the meetings have 
been occasioned by sailors. 

As to Boarding Houses — f >rmerly full of dancing, drink- 
ing and swearing — now mora than half of them peaceable 
and quiet — some allow no i.rdent spirit. — Some Boarding 
Housekeepers were principa; a<];ents in fleecing sailors — he 
has paid for board, clothes t nd liquors for fourteen days, 
. eighty dollars. — The clothe j were a jacket, trowsers, hat 
and two shirts, bought for Lim by boarding housekeeper, 
and said by him to have cost twenty-two dollars^-does 
not know real cost. — Board seven dollars — lemaining fifty- 
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one dollars spent in liquors in treating other sailors—- 
treated a great many, but does not know how it could 
cost so much with N. E. Rum. 

Has a book at home with bis bill for N. E. Rum at one 
place, beside what he paid for in cash there and else- 
where. — It amounts to fifty-five dollars — now saves the 
whole of it. 

The reformed Boarding Houses are a great protection 
to Seamen, though not a complete one. 

It is much more easy than it was to ship a steady crew 
— they used to come on board drunk and swearing — some 
of them not put in order for two or three days — some- 
times difficult to get men to reef top-sails for two or three 
days. 

Streets where sailors resort different from what they 
were — now civil and peaceable — the noises principally 
now from landsmen. 

Thinks that if the plan of the Boston Port Society were 
carried into operation on a sufficiently extensive scale, its 
effects would afford to seamen a pretty complete protec- 
tion from the impositions practised upon them. 

If the house of worship was larger, the contributions 
would be very much increased. 

Has known about two hundred Seamen reformed by the 
present establishment^ and many more influenced, and 
there are many of whom he knows nothing, who frequent it. 

Has known sailors to enquire for Mr. Taylor, when they 
first landed on the wharf, and urge their shipmates to go 
andiiear him the next Sunday. 

Many Boarding House-keepers frequent the meeting, 
and carry the Seamen with them. — Sailors begin to under- 
stand that the reformed boarding houses are safer than 
the others. If this knowledge should go on and spread, 
the other boardins house-keepers must fall in, or give up 
business. — One of the worst boarding houses is already 
deserted. 

Sailors appear to be fond of attending the meeting — the 
numbers increase — show particular marks of attachment to 
Mr. Taylor — they have an aversion to other meetings, 
because there are no places for them. The fact that it is 
a Seaman's meeting has a great attraction for them. 

The second witness is 

Jacob JSToyes, an old man — teaches navigation — 
formerly Sea Captain — followed seas many years — 
says that when he first recollects seamen m this 
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place, a religious man among them would not dare to open 
his mouth. — That they were profane, 4runken on shore 
and exposed to all kind of temptation — great change — 
thinks that near two hundred of those whom he has known 
have become orderly and respectable. 

Eight or ten Boarding Houses have been reformed — it 
great protection against frauds, though not a complete one. 

Has known one crew of ship, from N. W. Coast, thirty- 
two months' voyage, (about sixteen in number) who had 
not one cent of wages at the end of ten days — had received 
balance of wages from one hundred and fifty to two 
hundred dollars — very poorly clothed — rest of money lost 
by frolicking and drinking, and by being fleeced and 
overcharged. 

HcLd a son who served several years on board U. S. 
ship and received when paid offy four hundred and thirty- 
two dollars J and lost and spent it aUin three weeks. 

Seamen robbed sometimes when intoxicated— has heard 
of one landlady who gave them something in their liquor 
to stupify them, and then robbed them. Money is some- 
times received from them under pretence of takmg care of 
it — and by denying the receipt of any part, or insisting 
that part was returned, when they are in liquor, they are 
defrauded, and if they insist on their rights^ sometimes 
knocked down and turned out of the house. 

Thinks that one quarter of the New England Sailors 
who frequent this por^ have been rescued from habits of 
intoxication, in some of whom it appeared to be an in- 
veterate habit 

Seamen who have come to his school to be taught 
navigation, have not lately been in the habit of running 
out to get liquors — has instructed in this town two or three 
years — out of fifty or sixty whom he has instructed not 
one was in the habit of intemperance. 

Sailors board principally in part of Broad Street and in 
Ann Street — much more orderly streets than they were 
formerly — thinks much of the remaining disturbance is 
made by landsmen. 

Thvo young Seamen who 'attended Mr. Taylor* s meet" 
ing, three years since could not put together three letters to 
make a syllable — are now Mates'—can take a common obser^ 
vation and keep a Ship^s reckoning — have a good prospect 
of becoming Captains. The Captain with whom one of 
them sails, belongs to Newburyport — was reformed from 
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pro&neness and indulgence in violent passions, by his at- 
tendance at Mr. Taylor'd meetings. Sailors appear to be 
fond of attending — numbers increase — house will not hold 
them ; many go away — would fill a Church twice as large. 

Such are the statements of these witnesses. 
They are offered and left without comment. Sure- 
ly, if there be power in human testimony, they prove 
the good which the Boston Port Society has, by 
accomplishing its object, done to this community. 
They likewise show that room enough exists for 
farther usefulness — and at the same time hint at 
gross abuses, and alarming impositions, which 
should rouse attention, and provoke investigation 
— but the enormities, causes, and remedies of 
which, this is not the place to discuss. 

What the Boston Port Society has done for 
this community has been seen — what this commu- 
nity has done for it, will next, very briefly, be 
made visible. 

During the four years since the formation of 
this Society, its total receipts have amounted to 
the sum of $4,986.44 ; and its expenditures dur- 
ing the same time, to the sum of $5,369.31. 
During this period less than one quarter of the 
whole sum received has been given by the in- 
habitants of Boston — the rest has been made up 
from collections in the Bethel, and from dona- 
tions from abroad. 7%6 annual subscriptions in 
this city during the first year amounted to three ; 
during the second^ to one hundred; during the 
thirdj to one hundred and eight; and during the 
last year to forty-four dollars only—^and the con* 
tributions made to this Society by strangers without j 
exceed those made by citizens within the city^ by 
the astonishing sum of one thousand three hundred 
(md forty-one dollars and eighty-six cents. So 
Btands the Boston Port Society's account with 
this community. 



12 

In view of the foregoing observations, the claim 
of the Boston Port Society now remains to be 
presented. 

If then the object of this Society be a worthy 
object — if the mode of attaining its object by the 
principles of its Constitution and the character 
of its Minister be a correct mode — if it has achiev- 
ed this object, and by so doing has done much 
for the whole community — and finally, if in re- 
turn, this community have, down to the present 
year, done comparatively nothing for it — then an 
instant claipi to the support of the community is, 
it is most humbly apprehended, satisfactorily made 
out. Upon these grounds, thus succinctly stated, 
that claim is rested. 

It was with a knowledge of some of the above 
enumerated circumstances, that a few gentlemen 
in this City who had become acquainted with the 
Rev. Mr. Taylor, and through him, with the 
Boston Port Society, felt desirous that the Pubhc 
should become acquainted with them too. They 
accordingly advised that the Third Anniversary 
Meeting of the Society should be held income place 
of convenient access where the Rev. Mr. Taylor 
might be heard in the Society's behalf The Meet- 
ing House of the Rev. Dr. Channing was, from 
its central position, selected for this purpose. On 
the 2d of January, 1833, this meeting was held. 
It waa opened by a prayer from the Rev. Dr. 
Fiske, President of the Wesleyan University. 
The Secretary of the Port Society, William C. 
Brown, then submitted the Annual Report of the 
Board of Managers. From this Report two ex- 
tracts will be given.* 

The first relates to the Society's success. 

* Some alterationt in matters of form have been made in these 
extracts since the Report was read. The alterations are, however, 
superficial. The substance of the extracts is the same. 
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" During the past year our success has extended far be- 
yond our expectations. We should have thought our 
commencement encouraging, if we could have promised 
ourselves such success in ten years ! 

We rejoice to be able to deal in matters of fact- 

The aged parent, the grief worn wife, and the once 
neglected child are our witnesses, that their sons^ husbands 
and fathers, have forsaken the haunts of the dissolute, and 
are come to their right minds. Instead of indulging in idle- 
ness by day, they are honorably employed in getting bread 
for their children. Instead of revelling by night, they are at 
home by their firesides, reading the scriptures, and teaching 
their children the fear of God, or else in pursuit of some hon- 
orable employment. Instead of profaning ihe Sabbath 
as heretofore, they are crowding in cheerful families to the 
hous^ of worship. The effect does not stop here. — The 
Sabbath is regarded by many, even in those streets which 
are the haunts of sailors, and where once it was scarcely 
acknowledged, but as a day of extraordinary revelry and 
vice. - Some of those houses which formerly were the 
scenes of avarice on the one side, and intoxication on the 
other, are now closed on the Sabbath, and are houses of 
prayer. 

Seamen can now be directed to good boarding houses 
where no ardent spirits are furnished, and where their 
persons, morals and property are safe. These houses are 
open for prayer during the week. Such interesting facts 
promise much to the seaman^s cause." 

The second extract relates to the Society's 

embarrassments. 

*^ We have been embarrassed from the commencement of 
our enterprise, from an inability to pay for our house of 
worship, and from a failure to meet the current expenses of 
the society. To secure our house, it was thought advi- 
sable that the Rev. E. T. Taylor should visit the South, and 
make an appeal in behalf of the Society. He visited 
New York City, together with some of the neighboring 
towns in New Jersey, and the larger Cities up the Hudson. 
He also visited the (District of Columbia, and the Cities 
of Baltimore and Philadelphia. In all these places, he 
met with more or less encouragement, but especially in 
New York and Baltimore, where he spent the most time, 
and received the largest collections. The sum which he 
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thus obtained was two thousand and one hvndted doUars — 

a sum more than sufficient to pay for the bouse of worship ; 
but during Mr. Taylor's absence, the current expenses of 
the Society had not been met ; so that after paying for 
the house, the Society still found itself in debt. This debt, 
excepting for a few weeks past, has continually ac- 
cumulated; and unless some permanent provision should 
be made to meet its current expenses, the Society must 
cease to exist. 

During his journey, Mr. Taylor had an opportunity of 
visiting tne different Bethels in the cities above mentioned, 
and thinks that on the whole, the friends of the cause have 
much to encourage them from the results already wit- 
nessed. He reports that the one at Baltimore is flourishing 
— and also that at New York. There are sixty religious 
captains, who sail from the latter port. ** In place of the 
rum cask on ship-board," says Mr. Taylor, in his manu- 
script journal, " they have the Bible, and Moral Tracts, 
and in the place of coarse blasphemies, soft words and 
manly behavior." Philadelphia is the cradle of American 
Bethels; but in the opinion of Mr. Taylor, the old Bethel 
there languishes, in consequence of its connexion with a 
regularly organized Church, and its assumption of a de- 
cidedly sectarian character^ 

The cause of Seamen is a common cause, and the effort 
in their favor, should not be so much an effort to erect a 
party, as to benefit Seamen on the enlarged principles of 
Christian Benevolence. * Such is the basis of the enter- 
prise in which the Boston Port Society is engaged. For 
though this enterprise was commenced^ and its concerns 
have been principally managed by one denomination^ still 
the managers hM themselves responsible to the public, so 
to conduct themselves as not to buUd up a party , but to 
reform sailors. The whole community is interested in 
this work. So far as it has the confidence of the commu- 
nity, the Boston I^ort Society expects its patronage. To 
the community they make their appeali and they believe 
that it will not be in vain." 

The Treasurer's Report was next read, show- 
ing a debt due from the Society of three 
hundred and eighty-two dollars and eighty-seven 
cents. Justice J. G. Rogers then addressed 
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the meeting, and moved the adoption of the 
following Resolutions. 

1 . Resolved, That the Reports of the Secretary and 
Treasurer be accepted. 

2. Resolved, That all persons concerned in Navigation 
either as owners or insurers of ships and their cargoes, or 
whose property is at any time dependant for its safety or 
profits upon the exertions of Seamen, are directly in- 
terested in their moral and religious condition and improve- 
ment, and in the success of the objects of this Society ; 
and that no person can be an inhabitant of a great 
Commercial City, who is not directly or indirectly affected 
by every thing, which influences the great interests com- 
mitted to the charge of Seamen. 

3. Resolved, That the situation and circumstances of 
Seamen, call for the best wishes and exertions of a Christian 
community to assist them in the formation of a Moral and 
Religious character ; and that the hardships and dangers of 
their occupation, the great trusts confided to their fidelity, 
and the services which they render to society, justly entitle 
them to the sympathies of their fellow-citizens in every 
thing which regards their present and future welfare. 

4. Resolved, That there is satisfactory evidence of 
the readiness of Seamen to receive Moral and Religious 
impressions, and that their characters have been improved, 
and in some instances entirely altered by the Religious 
instruction aflforded to them. 

5. Resolved, That the history and past success of this 
Society, afford the strongest encouragement to continued 
and increased exertion, and that our thanks are due to its 
ofiicers and managers for the services, which their zeal- 
ous and disinterested efforts have already rendered to 
Seamen and to the community. 

This motion having been seconded, afler a discus- 
sion opened by the Key. E. T. Taylor, and in which 
Hon. Wm. Sulliyan, Col. Swett, Rev. Dr. Fiske, 
Hon. William Sturgis, and Rev. Mr. Gannett 
joined, the Resolutions were unanimously adopted. 
Upon the motion i>{ Rev. Mr. Pierpont, the meet- 
ing was adjourned to the 16th of January. The 
adjourned meeting was opened by a prayer from 
the Rev. Dr. Ghanning. N. A. Barrett^ Esq. 
then read the following ireeord : 
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At a meeting of merchants and pthers, held at the 
Marine Hall, over the Tremont Bank, on Tuesday, 10th 
inst., friendly to the objects of the " Boston Port Society," 
and to adopt measures to present its claims more effectu- 
ally to the public, on motion of Hon. William Sullivan, 
the meeting was organized by the choice of the Hon. 
William Sturgis, as Chairman, and iN. A. Barrett, Esq. as 
Secretary. 

The Chairman after giving a brief history of the opera- 
tions of the ** Boston Port Society," which have been of a 
highly useful and satisfactory character, and having given 
information, that in a very silent and unostentatious man- 
ner, and with very limited means, great good had been 
effected, stated the object of the meeting to be, to obtain 
for them pecuniary assistance. 

A doubt having been expressed, as to the sectarian 
character and influence of the Society, satisfactory infor- 
mation was furnished by Mr. Sullivan and Judge Rogers, 
which was also confirmed, by reference to the by-laws 
adopted for its government, by the Board of Managers. 
It was also stated by those gentlemen and Col. Swett, that 
the management of the Board of Directors, in the control 
of the funds and expenditures, had been such as to 
merit public confidence; and that the conduct of the 
Rev. E. T. Taylor, in his exchanges with clergymen 
of other denominations, had been highly conmiendable, 
liberal and praiseworthy. 

The following Resolutions were then submitted to the 
meeting and were unanimously adopted, viz : 

Resolvedf As the sense of this meeting, that the efforts 
and exertions of the " Boston Port Society," for the moral 
and religious instruction of seamen, claim the patronage, 
co-operation and sympathy of this community. 

Resolved^ That a Committee of seven, with plenary 
powers, be appointed to adopt measures for carrying the 
above Resolution into effect, and that they be requested 
to report said measures at an adjourned meeting. 

The following gentlemen were tjien appointed a Com- 
pittee, viz : 



Messrs. William Sturgis, 
William Sullivan, 
Abbot Lawrence, 
Nathaniel Curtis, 

WILLIAM STURGIS, Chairman. 



Thomas Lamb, 
Francis O. WattSi and 
N. A. Barrett. 



N. A. Barrett, Secretary. 
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The Report of the above named Committee^ 
was thai presented by the Hon. William Sulli?an. 
This Report follows. 

The committee appointed at a large and respectable 
meeting of merchants, and others, held at the Murine 
Hall in Boston, on Tuesday the tenth day of Jammry, 
pursuant to resolves adopted at that meeting respectfully 
report; 

That for the purpose of drawing the public attention 
to a highly important subject, which has been surprising- 
ly neglected, they state, and attempt to answer, the fol- 
lowing questions ; — 

IPirH; Can any, and what measures be taken to im- 
prove the moral and religious characters of seamen t 

Second ; If any measures can be taken to accomplish 
this object, what are proper ones ? 

TTUrd ; Will any, and what classes of persons, other 
than eeamenj be benefitted if the moral and religioui 
character of seamen can be improved ? 

In answer to the tost oueff urn; there were upwards of 
61,000 seamen id the Onited States, in the year 1829; 
there are supposed to be, at present 65,000. About 12,000 
of this number are enumerated as belonging to the City 
of Boston. Seamen may be divided into two classes : 1. 
Those who enga|g;e in aea-faiing life in expectation of 
becoming masters, mariners, or officers ; 2. Those who 
so engage from necessity, or to obtain a livelihood ; and 
who never look to a higher station, than that of common 
sailors. This second class go to sea with very limited 
education, and thence forward, are precluded firom all 
means of improvement 

It 18 not to be wondered at, that a peculiar code of 
laws is required for the management of mariners who are 
formed out of such materials. In all commercial Com- 
munities, it hat been found, for ages * past, that the 
officers of ships have been allowed an authority on the 
biffh seas, which is not permitted in the exercise of anv 
other authority over man, excepting in military life. A 
marked and inflexible distinction has been necessarily 
maintained between maritime officers, and those who are 
bound to obey th^n— a distinction for which somethin|f» 
it ii believed, may be substituted, fiur more rational, and 
fiur more consistiBDt with humanity. One necesiary coo- 
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sequence of this distinction has been, to keep the com- 
mon sailor on the low level on which he first begins his 
sea-faring course ; and to shut him out from all hope of 
rising to any better condition. 

As sailors are continually moving from one point of 
the globe to another, they cannot be said to have a home 
anywhere. On coming into port, and on receiving of 
their wages, they seek to indemnify themselves for priva- 
tions and hardships, by pleasures of the lowest order, and 
above which their thoughts have no means of being raised* 
Wherever they touch, they are strangers to all the good 
which domestic life can olFer; and are ready to receive 
and acknowledge, with thankfulness, any acts which seem 
to arise from sympathy, and kind feeling. It requires but 
little knowledge of the v/orld to infer, that such men will 
create, and maintain with their wages, classes of persons, 
some of whom consider the poor sailors to be their des- 
titied prey. Facts are known to exist of impositions, 
frauds and crimes, practised on common sailors, which 
shock every feeling of humanity. The sailor must dwell 
while on shore, at some place ;T-he must have associates, 
and something to do. His dwelling-place, his associates, 
and the employment of his time, are the subjects which 
demand the interference of the moral and humane, every- 
where. The sailor is not as is too conuDonly believed, 
incapable of being elevated to some rank among moral 
and religious beings. His course of life brings him to 
know the awful agency of the Creator of the Universe, in 
a manner unthought of by those who never moved from 
the land. The sublime expanse of the Ocean ; its tre- 
mendous conflict with the raging tempests ; its appalling 
solitude ; the grandeur of the rising, and of the setting 
sun ; the solemn shades of night in which the heart of 
man is involuntary raised to hold converse with the 
bright worlds above him, are scenes which may, and do, 
touch the sailors sensibility, however hardening may have 
been the tenor of his life. The experienced well know 
how easily, in some moments, the propensities of our na- 
ture to render homage to some unseen power that must be 
confided in, are called into action in the mind of the most 
thoughtless mariner. It is to avail of these propensities, 
and to fasten, even on the minds of such mariners, seri- 
ous convictions which will not forsake them, and which 
will cheer and sustain them, through every peril, that the 
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efforts of humanity are demanded. They are still further 
demanded; they are not only to teach the sailor that he 
is an immortal being, and capable of a far better life on 
the land, and on the sea, than he is familiar with ; but 
they are also to teach him, that he is considered, and 
cared for, by his fellow men ; and that pure and moral 
behavior is as necessary, and profitable to him, as to any 
other class of men. 

This is no longer the dream of the philanthropist. It 
has been proved that such changes may be wrought. The 
humble^ but persevering agency of the Boston Port So- 
ciety, has proved this. It is to sustain, and aid this 
Society, that this considerate and humane community are 
now called upon. 

Secondly, as to the Means. The Committee know of 
none so effectual as those, which have been pursued by 
the Boston Port Society. As to religious instruction, they 
have the ministry of the Rev. ^h. Taylor. Ilis congre- 
gation for worship are mariners. Wliatever may be his 
own religious tenets, he knows and teaches, that the 
morality of the gospel, and its sanctions, constitute the 
true religion of the sailor. — He never iiad the thought of 
making a sectarian, or any other religious being of a 
sailor than a Christian. He has been surprisingly suc- 
cessful. He was himself a sailor, and has been raised up, 
by a kind providence, to be their elofinont and effective 
advocate, counsellor, and friend ; as well as the spiritual 
guide of those whose mournful and destructive habits he 
has witnessed in all their consc(iuences. He knows the 
avenues to a sailor's heart, and, in a thousand instances, 
he has found his way thithtr. 

Mr. Taylor, and the society which he adorns, do not 
limit themselves to religious teaching. They have pene- 
trated to the very interior o(^^ the Boarding House ;^^ into 
the secret haunts of the beguiled seaman ; and have 
already turned many from the error of their ways. They 
have established places of residence for sailors, in which 
ardent spirits are never used They have visited sailors in 
prison, and have inquired into their wrongs, when a com- 
plication of fraud, and villany, has turned the key upon 
its victim. They have warned the unsuspecting mariner, 
against the arts of those who know how to lure him into 
dens, where he is first intoxicated ; then robbed ; and 
thence led to the common jail, without crime.* and with- 
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out fault, on his part ; for, is it hi9 foiuUf that they who 
dwell on shore, and have the ordering of society, make 
no provision to protect him against the piraUs who infest 
the land ? 

There is no question, then, as to the means. Here are 
faithful and resolute agents of reform, and benevolence. 
Strengthen their hands. 

If 3ie Boston Port Society had the means, every sailor 
tnat comes to this city, would know where he may find a 
house and a home, kept by men and women, whom Mr. 
Taylor and his associates approve. He would know 
where he may spend his hours in profitable schooling ; 
and where he might have employment for his leisure 
hours ; and innocent occupation, aloof from the presence 
of any corrupting companion. He would know where, 
and how, the Sabbath might be passed ; and how he 
might learn those truths, which would nerve his. heart, in 
every peril of the seas. He would be taught that his bard 
eammgs are not to be squandered in debasing and profli- 
gate pursuits ; but to be kept, and made to accumulate, 
until he could have, u;Aen a/ home^the cheering and chas- 
tening presence of those who would engage his aifectipn- 
ate thoughts, when abroad. He would learn, that if the 
ocean spares him, he need not be the hunted spoil of die 
law, and the tenant of a jail ; nor, when age creeps over 
him, a houseless beggar, and the inmate of an almshouse.* 

On the THiRn question, it is almost ne^lesa to say, that 
the whole nation, and every individual 9f whom it is com- 
posed, are in some way interested in the moral and relig- 
ious improvement of seamen. Who is there among us, 
and one might safely ask, who is there on the face of the 
globe, that is not interested in this matter? — ^Th^y only 
who maintain that the commerce of the world is useless ; 
that the transit over the seas is unnecessary ; that, the 
learning which beams in one hemisphere, should never be 
transferred to any other ; that the gospel is not to be dis- 
seminated by human means ; in short, that man is better 
oJBT as an insulated barbarian, than as.a Ch^is^tiau cit^^ of 
the world, may fold their arms, and denounce all interest 
in sailors. But — to narrow our view to mere interest, and 



* There were in January, 1831, in the House of lodustiy (al.,^ 
bouse) 257 male adults, 47 of whom had been marinen^ and 
some of them masters of ships. 



J) every one who deals in the merchandise of the 
globe, every one who, in any manner, uses it ; every one 
who knows the worth of national credit, and of national 
honour, is directly interested in the heart, mind, and mus- 
cles of every sailor, that floats on the seas. Are safe, 
short, and profitable voyages more likely to be made bv 
men who drink no ardent spirit ; who left the shore with 
a good character ; and, behind them, those for whom the^ 
live, labour, and sufier, and who are ordered by superi- 
ors, in the language of a father, and a friend ; Or, by 
those who were hurried by force, from a boarding-house 
or jail ; enervated by depravity ; smarting under a sense 
of degredation ; in a state of sullen hostility with all man- 
kind ; who know of no solace on the deep, bu^ their ac- 
customed grog ; and to whom no command is authorita- 
tive, if not vouched by startling profanity ? Are the thou- 
sands of fiunilies in this country, whose junior members 
are for some cause, sea-borne, and for life, in no way inter- 
ested in the inquiry, — WUh what manner of men, is my 
ion^ my hroihtr^ {or same one of even dearer name) to be 
oieodated in the forecoMe H 

It would be endless to follow out the interests, and the 
feelings, which connect themselves with this comprehen- 
sive subject. The committee pursue it no further than to 
express the hope, that the sense of duty which may arise 
firom such considerations, will lead to those acts, which 
that duty enjoins. Interest, humanity, moral and Chris- 
tian motives, in every form, plead for the long neglected 
sailor. Doubtless there will be found very many who will 
respond to this claim with heart-felt satisfaction* It is 
one in which aU may feel the truth of the maxim, that 
** Every one should try to leave the world better than he 
found It." 

The committee respectfully submit the following re- 
solves : — 

1. Resolved, That the faithful observance of the moral 
duties which Christianity enjoins, constitutes the highest 
claim to respect and esteem among men. 

2. Resolved, That those who have been favored with 
Christian instruction, are bound to impart its blessings to 
those who have them not 

8. Resolved, That there is no class of men who need 
Christian instruction more, nor any who would profit by 
it nioce, both for themielvei and others, than seamen. 
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4. Resolved, That the establishment of proper means 
to secure such instruction to seamen, is among the best 
and most profitable of all the charitable uses, to which 
money can be applied. 

6. Resolved, That the inhabitants of Boston be re- 
spectfully invited to make donations, and to subscribe for 
the payment of Sums annually, to be placed at the dispo- 
sal of the Boston Port Society, and to be applied by that 
society, to the religious and moral improvement of 
seamen. 

6. Resolved, That we fully appreciate the indefatigable 
zeal and eminent services of the Rev. E. T. Taylor ; 
that we deem a continuance of them indispensable to the 
prosperity and full accomplishment of the noble cause in 
which he is engaged ; and that his continued efforts 
therein, under the most discouraging circumstances, and 
notwithstanding repeated invitations to undertake the like 
labors apd duties elsewhere, entitle him to the respect, 
gratitude and support of this community. 

x 

This Report and the Resolutions annexed thus 
became the subject for consideration, and after 
addresses from the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, George 
Bond, Esq. the Rev. Mr. Wells, and the Rev. 
Mr. Taylor, they were unanimously agreed to, 
and the meeting was dissolved. 



Such is an Account of the Port Society of the 
City of Boston and its vicinity, and of the Proceed- 
ings at its third Anniversary meeting. 

Until the commencement of the present year, 
this Society was acquainted with little, save pov- 
erty and obscurity, discouragement and neglect. 
Its labors have been unobtrusive and noiseless — 
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unacknowledged and unknown. In a remote cor- 
ner of the City into which few found their way, 
save the humble objects of his pastoral solicitude 
— exposed to the smile of incredulity, and the 
sneer of contempt — sometimes in despondency, 
and sometimes half in despair — its faithful Minis- 
ter has remained at his post, hoping — anxiously 
hoping, that, sooner or later, the time would arrive, 
when by the fruits of his enterprise its success 
would be seen. That time, it is believed, is come. 
When the Rev. Mr. Taylor in the year 1831, was 
commissioned to solicit abroad that aid which was 
found not at home, he was frequently asked by 
some in the tone of surprise and by others in that 
of derision, whether the great Metropolis of New 
England, the nursery of Sailors for the whole 
country — whether Boston, was so poor that she 
was forced to send to the South to beg money to 
pay for her Mariner's Bethel ? This question, 
it is believed, will be asked no longer. The Mer- 
chants of Boston — that noble body of men — the 
last men in this community to assist in chimerical 
schemes for human improvement, but the first and 
the foremost to further practical and practicable 
projects — the Merchants have come forward and 
extended to the Boston Port Society their coun- 
tenance, advice, and bounty. In favour of what 
they have sanctioned, an appeal to the citizens 
at large will, with confidence, be made. Should 
this appeal be met with a corresponding gene- 
rosity, without indulging in vague anticipa- 
tions, it is hoped, that mucii may be done for Sea- 
men — that many of the abuses to which they are 
How subjected may, with the lu^lp of the Law's 
arm, be stayed — ^that they may thus be taught that 
the eye of the Public is on them, and the sympa- 
thy of the Public with them, by which means a 
sense of their own worth, which is at the bottom 
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of all that is valuable in character, may be infiised 
into them — and that so, through the liberal sup- 
port of all good people, through the prayers and 
the preaching of the remarkable man whose heart 
is in the Ministry to which he is called, and 
especially, through the Divine co-operation and 
blessmg, sensibilities now dormant may be wak-^ 
ened up, and life be breathed into dead souls* 

THOMA8 K. DA VIS, 

Secretary of the Board of Managers of the 
Port Society of the City of Boston and its vicimty. 

February 16th, 1032. 



NOTE. 
The Boston Port Society is thus organized for the ensving year. 

PRESIDENT, 

WILLIAM W. VOTLEY. 

TREASURER, 

WILLIAM TRUE. 

BOARD OF MANAGERS, 

Warren Bowker, Samuel F. Holbrook, James Hutchinson, Wil- 
liam J. Loring, William Parker, Thomas Patten, Caleb Pretli 
George A. Sampson, William N. Sawyer, Benjamin Seaver, Noah tL 
Skinner, John Templeton. 

SECRETARY OF THE BOARD, 

THOMAS K. DAVIS. 
A personal application, probably, will soon be made to the iidiab* 
itants of this City to contribute to the object of the Society by An- 
nual Subscriptions and Donations. Should any persons who may 
have a wish to add to the funds of the Society not be thus applied 
to, their wish can be attained by addressing a letter to the Secr0lA- 
ry, or by calling at his office, No. 33 Court Street 



